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Neil Curtis, Neil Wilkin, Meg Hutchison, Mandy Jay, Alison Sheridan, and Margot Wright 
 
The Beakers and Bodies Project is a two-year project based in Marischal Museum, University of 
Aberdeen, funded by the Leverhulme Trust.  It is assessing the beaker-related evidence from 
North-East Scotland (between the Moray Firth and the Firth of Tay), including the dating and 
stable isotope analyses of some 40 human skeletons from museum collections.  The project builds 
on the North-East dates resulting from the Beaker People Project (Parker Pearson, 2006; Sheridan et 
al., 2006) and earlier programmes and studies (e.g. Shepherd, 1986).  It also includes a 
consideration of beaker typology and manufacture, burial contexts, grave goods, human osteology 
and evidence for diet from stable isotope analysis.  
 
This first group of dates presented here consists of material from human skeletons in the 
University of Aberdeen collections.  All are AMS dates, calibrated using OxCal v.4.0 with ranges 
rounded outwards to the nearest decade. The calibrated range in bold is at two standard 
deviations (i.e. 95% confidence).  Provisional typology is given in three forms: the first line follows 
Clarke’s (1970) scheme, the second line according to Shepherd’s (1986) development of Lanting 
and Van der Waals (1972), and the third line following Needham (2005).  Type designations are 
followed by references to illustrations of the beakers in Clarke (1970).  Other beakers will be 
illustrated in the final project publication, alongside a discussion of dates and other evidence. 
Findspot information includes parishes, current local authority areas and NGRs. 
 
Findspot;  
Museum code 
Beaker type Laboratory no. 
OxA- 
Date BP  Date cal BC 
to decade 
Ord, Auchindoir and Kearn, 
Aberdeenshire 
NJ 4901 2711 
ABDUA:14240 
 
Developed Northern 
Step 4 
Short-Necked 
Clarke Fig. 495 
V-2243-40 3854 ± 31 2460-2210 
2470-2200 
Borrowstone (cist 5), Kingswells, 
Aberdeen City 
NJ 852 081 
ABDUA:14741 
Developed Northern 
Step 4 
Short-Necked 
n/a 
V-2243-49 3834 ± 29 2350-2200 
2460-2200 
Pitdrichie (cist 1), Glenbervie, 
Aberdeenshire 
NO 7987 8195 
ABDUA:90005 
Late Northern 
Step 5 
Uncertain 
n/a 
i. V-2243-42 
 
 
ii. V-2243-43 
i. 3831 ± 28 
 
 
ii. 3816 ± 29  
i. 2340-2210 
2460-2150 
 
ii. 2300-2200 
2440-2140 
Mains of Leslie, Premnay, 
Aberdeenshire 
NJ 6042 2444 
ABDUA:14252 
Late Northern 
Step 4 
Short-Necked 
Clarke Fig. 602 
V-2243-52 3829 ± 29 2340-2200 
2460-2150 
 
Clinterty, Kinellar, Aberdeen City 
NJ 8410 
ABDUA:14218 
Late Northern 
Step 4 
Short-Necked 
Clarke Fig. 661 
V-2243-41 3813 ± 30 
 
2300-2200 
2430-2140 
East Castlehill (cist 3), Boyndlie, 
Tyrie, Aberdeenshire  
NJ 9056 6261 
ABDUA:14219 
Final Northern 
Step 4 
Short-Necked 
Clarke Fig. 725 
V-2243-51 3809 ± 29 2300-2200 
2400-2140 
Home Farm, Udny Green, Udny,  
Aberdeenshire 
NJ 8860 2650 
ABDUA:56001 
Northern-North Rhine 
Step 3 
Tall Mid-Carinated (with S-
profile) 
n/a 
V-2243-47 3795 ± 28 2290-2150 
2340-2130 
Parkhill (cist 2), Newmachar, Late Northern V-2243-54 3777 ± 32 2280-2140 
Aberdeenshire 
NJ 8910 1470 
ABDUA:14235 
Step 4 
Short-Necked 
Clarke Fig. 585  
2300-2040 
Park Quarry (cist 3), Durris, 
Aberdeenshire 
NO 8022 9797 
ABDUA:14235 
Not classified V-2243-45 3768 ± 31 2280-2130 
2290-2040 
Newlands (cist 2), Oyne, 
Aberdeenshire 
NJ 6949 2533 
ABDUA:14249 
Final Northern 
Step 5 
Short-Necked 
Clarke Fig. 721 
V-2243-46 3757 ± 29 2280-2060 
2290-2040 
Blackhill, Tyrie, Aberdeenshire 
NJ 927 613 
ABDUA:14232 
Food Vessel/Beaker hybrid 
Step 7 
n/a 
Clarke Fig. 738 
V-2243-53 3675 ± 31 2140-1980 
2150-1950 
Beatties Hill, Spurryhillock, 
Fetteresso, Aberdeenshire 
NO 8497 8602 
ABDUA:90000 
Beaker/Food Vessel hybrid or 
Food Vessel proper 
Step 7 
n/a 
n/a 
V-2243-50 3673 ± 29 2140-1980 
2140-1950 
Persley Quarry, Aberdeen City 
NJ 9090 1000 
ABDUA:14246 
Developed Northern 
Step 4 
Short-Necked 
Clarke Fig. 522 
 
V-2243-44 3647 ± 29 2120-1960 
2140-1930 
Auchlin, Aberdour, Aberdeenshire 
NJ 9163 
ABDUA:14239 
No ceramic associations V-2243-48 3515 ± 28 1890-1770 
1920-1750 
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